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property cheap; and after that period he had been busied in making the
most profitable use of the large fortune which he had amassed.
Crassus took the field with six new legions, to be added to the remains
of the consular armies. The disorganised battalions of these armies he pun-
ished by the unjust and terrible penalty of decimation; but his rigour was
successful in restoring discipline. He found Spartacus besieging Rhegium,
with the view of establishing a connection with Sicily, aad rekindling the
Servile War in that island. The gladiator had even agreed with a squadron
of Cilician pirates to convey two thousand of his men across the straits;
but the faithless marauders took the money and sailed without the men.
Crassus determined to shut up the enemy by drawing entrenchments across
the narrowest part of the Calabrian peninsula. Twice in one day did Spar-
tacus endeavour to break through the lines; twice he was thrown back with
great slaughter. But he continued to defend himself with dauntless perti-
nacity; and the senate, hearing that Pompey was on his way back from
Spain, joined him in the command with Crassus, and urged Mm to accelerate
his march.
Crassus, afraid of losing his laurels, determined to assault Spartacus; but
the brave gladiator anticipated him by forcing a passage through lie lines,
and marching upon Bruudushun, where he hoped to seize shipping and make
his escape from Italy. But M. Lueullus, brother of Lucius, tae commander
against Mithridates, had just returned with a force of veteran soldiers from
Macedonia to Brundusium. Spartacus, foiled in. his intention, turned like a
wolf at bay to meet Crassus. A fearful conflict ensued, which remained
doubtful till Spartacus was wounded by a dart through the thigh. Supported
on his knee, he still fought heroically, till he fell overpowered by numbers.
Most of his followers were cut to pieces; but a strong body of the insurgents
drew off in good order to the mountains. A division of five thousand made
their way to the north of Italy, where Pompey fell in with them on Ms way
home from. Spain, and slew them to a man. About six thousand more were
taken prisoners by Crassus, who hung them along the road from Home to
Capua.
To Crassus belongs the credit of bringing this dreadful war to a close.
In six months he had finished his work. But Pompey claimed the honour of
concluding not only the Sertorian War, but also the war with Spartacus. In
fact he had not much cause for boasting in either case. The daggers of
Perperna really brought the Spanish contest to an end; and as to the gladi-
atorial conflict, the lucky chance by which Pompey intercepted five thousand
fugitives was his only claim to credit. But the young general was a favourite
with the soldiery and with the people, while Crassus from his greedy love
of money enjoyed little popularity. Public opinion, ^ therefore, seconded
claims which were put forward without modesty or justice.
Neither Pompey nor Crassus would enter the city; for both desired a
triumph, and their armies lay at the gates to share the honours. The wish
of Pompey was at once granted; but to Crassus only an ovation was con-
ceded.
THE CONSULSHIP OF POMPEZ ASO) CRASSUS
Before they entered the city, they had both asked permission to offer
themselves as candidates for the consulship. Both were excluded by the
laws of Sulla. Crassus was still prs&tor, and at least two years ought to
elapse before his consulship. Pompey was only in his thirty-fifth year, and